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On July 25, 2014 the Montana Board of Environmental Review adopted numeric nutrient criteria 
for wadeable streams/rivers and segments of the Yellowstone River. The adoption of the 
proposed nutrient rnles represents the culmination of many years of research, collaboration, and 
outreach from MT DEQ to a myriad of different stakeholders. EPA worked closely with 
MTDEQ throughout the process to resolve the various technical and policy hurdles encountered 
throughout the process. EPA HQs funded independent peer reviews of the State's proposed 
criteria for wadeable streams and the mainstem Yellowstone River and provided technical 
assistance in developing the economic justification for the general variances. EPA participated in 
the majority of Montana's 24 nutrient workgroup meetings, clarifying the Agency's position on 
issues being discussed and identifying options for addressing stakeholder concerns. Regular 
communication between MTDEQ and EPA staff and management on controversial issues 
facilitated the completion of the nutrient rnle package and helped identify solutions and avoid 
possible pitfalls. A common goal - adoption of numeric nutrient criteria to protect Montana 
waters- forced both Agencies to "think outside the box" and be willing to compromise. The 
outcome is numeric nutrient criteria that will help guide nutrient reductions throughout the State. 
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